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CONGRESSIONAL.
DEFERRED DEBATE.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 15, lS'ii

IRilATK.
THIl COMPROMISE M KA3U M kit.

The Senate procee led Io the cousidetalion ol the fol¬
lowing resolution
A resolution declaring ihe measures ol adjustment to t>e a
definitive Kill' nil'ii: ol the questions growing out ul do¬
mestic) slavery
fl< it tnarlui, That the series ol measures enilirurrd in

the icti entitled "An act proponing to ihe State of Texas
ilie establishment of liei northern and western boun.Unes,
tie relinquishment liy ilie said Slate of all terrltoiy claimed
by her exterior ui said boundaries, anil of all her claims
upon the United fttaies, and lo establish a territorial gov
eminent lor New Mexioo." approved September 9, 18>0 ;
"An act n>r the admission ol the Nme of Calilornia into
the Union," approved September#, 18.V); "An act to es-
ublish a territorial government lor Uiah, approved Sep-iemb"r W, 1850; " An act lo amend and supplementary to
ttn act entitled 'Ai ait respecting fugitives from justice,
und persons escaping from the service of their masters,' "

(approved February 12, 17113,) approved September 18,
1EUU; and "An act to suppress the slave trade in the Uis-
wifi of Columbia," approved September 20, 1850.com¬
monly known as the "Compromise Acts".axe, in the judg¬
ment ol thts body, entitled to be lecogriised as a delluitive
sJjustrncnt and settlement of the distracting questions
growing cut of the system of do.nestic slavery, and as such
mat said measures should be acquiesced in und faithfullyobseived by all good citizens.

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, I am very sorry that
thin debate has been suspended, because what I would
have said last week would have been said in a very few
words, and distinctly in reference lo the topic before ine.
To resume and continue the debate now will not obviate
the incidental injustice to myself and others, occasioned
by so long a suspension I went into the debate last
Monday morning unexpectedly.that is to say, I s|>oke
Irotn information acquired only the day before. I had
not Men any of the notices in the newspapers of the hon¬
orable aenator's resolution. I had not learned that they
bad been proposed in the democratic caucus. Although,
m some measure, I might have spoken from information
thus acquired, my remarks were made mainly from views
which 1 took of the subject whilst hearing the honorable
senator from Mississippi.
While I denounced hut proposition as a mode of ratifi¬

cation of the compromise to which 1 had been opposed, 1
said not one single word, I made not a single allusion to
liis own State, or to himself, except, |ierhaps, of a politi¬
cal character, and that rather by implication than by anydistinct expression, lie was pleased to say I had come
into the debate mop* concilit. I came into it, however,
with nothing like mtliiui pracogitata. 1 soon learned
that 1 was contending with one who was conducting his
movements with the concert and skill of political tacti¬
cians. Hut even regarding him as an organ confining
himself to the views and purposes of himself and others,
1 might have felt little inclination or desire to continue
and widen the debate When, however, the gentleman
enlarged the scope and aim of bis remarks, and gave'
tlieni such a direction that tbey could not escape me and
others, and when he made allusions under a degree of
excitement and passion lor which 1 was not prepared, I
had no alternativejleft but lo make a rejoinder. They
are allusions and remarks which cannot escape myself in
connexion with the measures he has brought up tor rati¬
fication, as a representative ol the S'ate of South Caroli¬
na. He knows as well as any man upon this floor bow
plainlul it is to tne to have anything like an occasion to
participate in a debate ol this kind There are incidents
in our lives which he knows very well make ibis pain-
tul to me I must, however, discharge my duty, and I
hope 1 shall do so in such a manner that, whilst 1 may-
show to ihe gentleman that "he who lives inagla.-s
house should not thro# stones," 1 may also endeavor to
vindicate mysell from some of the allusions and remarks
which were intended to reach me. When I saw the gen¬
tleman, with so much deliberation, draw Irom his quiver
arrows that had been laid aside for a contest for which I
was not prepared, 1 confess that I then looked with sur¬

prise as well as concern upon the courte which the
debate was likely to take.

II me gentleman iu sansiien nimwen wim simply
avowing that he intended to put the seal of approbation
upon the compromise measures, I might uot have hail
causa to complain so much. It he ha.I contentad him
self with being entirely silent as regard* the etrect which
his resolution would have upon those who opuoted it, I
might not, perhajis, hare been altogether satisfied. but I
would not hare taken material exceptions. But he went
much further, and not only bestowed applause and com¬
mendation u|>ori the cherished compromise measures, but
turned round and fired on the camp of his former com¬
rade* My duty to that camp, deserted at it has been,
requires me to rindicate its history and the conduct of
those who are connected with it. Under th« corer of the
proposition now before the Senate, there seems to be a

double aim.to make a new platform for the security of
some, and to expose others who are not willing to be
forced from their original position ; and this, too, in a

manner unprecedented in the legislatire history of this
r.iuntry or any other. It is a mode o( ratification of what
ii regarded as a popular measure by certain politicians.
at course not so much for their own advantage as for the
^ood of the tr/io/e country.not to gire up to paity what
i» meant for mankind. I m«.y take a different riew of
the matter. Instead of quieting agitation and restoring
harmony, this proceeding will sow the seeds of discord
among inose who hare a comnon interest to defend the
rights of the States,es;*eoally the southern States, which
are alons in danger, and which must be doomed if their
true friends suffer party organizations to divide and de
siroy them This measure is to be an ark for the elect
of me land to be sared from the great deluge that may be
coming orcr us. I suppose politicians will go into it by
pairs, of different kinds, to make an improrrmant by
amalgamation.as Mr Burke said of a similar class, a

Mosaic work, " here a black piece and there a red one,"
Mr The btnrvoUnt plan is to put to the sword all who
are to be excluded Iroin the ark, or who cannot be admit¬
ted into it by a party passport

I know that the honorable senator said that bis resolu-
tion originated in an enlarged patriotism, having no ref¬
erence 10 |«rty tactics, Sir, I hare always remarked,
that when patriotism becomes ao diffused and enlarged, it
bacomes rather weaker than stronger I did not know
what the honorable senator was aiming at; hut, as I said
then, I knew what the effect would be. Now, before I
allude to or notice some remarks which specially claim
my attention. I will di«|>ose, by way of explanation, of
some ol the charges, or complaints |wrhaps I should say.
which he made against those who hat charge of the
fugilire-slare bill He intimated that tlisy did not do
tbeir doty to it. I'erhaps the charge was not mid* so

strongly as to accuse them of bad faith in relation to it,
but it was something like it.
Mr FOOTIC, of Mississippi. I exptessly disclaimed it.
Mr. BUTLEH The chaige was that they had not

brought lorwar.l the hill with that promptness, and urged
it upon the consideration of the Seriate with the energy
which the occasion, in the opinion of the gentleman, and
some ol his social friends, called for. made an ex-

pUnaiion in reference to the bill once before It was at
the nrst session of the last Congress called up at an early
day, and I mude my s(>eerh upo.i it as the chairman of
the committee arid my fnmd Irom Virginia [Mr M*
sua] had also made a s|>eerh upon it, when the late sen
ator from New Jersey [Mr lbytos) baring the floor,
the whole discussion was *u<pend*,l to give the senator
from Kentucky, not now in Iiis seat, (Air C'nv,] an

0,>|K»rtuoily ol bringing before the Senate Ins measures
of compromise No objection was then made to letting
the bill drop for awhile hut before the Committee of
Thirteen had matured and disposed of their work, I
suppose the suggestion was made to bring up the fn-
giUre-alar* bill as a separate measure 1'erhaps it
was intended to make it a le«t in advance Some ol
us who had charge of the hill might not hare been in¬
clined to yield too readily to the suggestions of those in

whose course ol policy we did not exactly agree, or there
may have been a fair difference of opinion as to the
mode of using the fugitire slare bill. But when
the bill was brought up under the suggestion of
the honorable gentleman, and with ihe understand
ing that his northern friends and allies would sup¬
port it, how many ol them roled lor it.' The two

gentleineu from Iowa [Menus ().>¦><.k. and JyNi.s) voted
lor the bill, and the honorable gentleman from J'ennsyl
rania, no longer a member ol this body, [Mr. Sri'a
ucoN.l roted lor the hill The honorable gentleman
Irom New \oUi,[Mr I'm kisuoN,) no longer here, would
hare ro'eil lor it. and explained at the tune the reason*

why be did not, having paired oil with his colleague
There weie hut three northern senators who roled lor it
1.ei Ihe country understand now. for Ihe fir«t lime, if i|
never ha* lieen understood before, why honorable gen
ij*tnpn from Ibe North, who are now /u> vehement ujioti
tli* "ulijcrt of thea« eompromivaa, (Jul not rote on that

bill, either for or againit It. When therompromi'* mr*«

uren hurt awum lo the ahore, thern are aome willing to
.trelrh out the hand of aid, hut were unwilling to run

lb* hazard ol th* food when it wn* uncertain a« to the
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late of lhe bill referred to Did they avoid that vote ? or
weie they absent by accident when the vote was taken !
Some of thoN gentlemen, I know, gave their moral sup¬
port to the bill; but I elate the fact that it wan not until
the bill had gone to the country, and obtained its favora¬
ble judgment, an they suppose, that some gentlemen be¬
came it* open advocate* So much for that
Now for another complaint und charge which the hon-

oarhle senator has inndr, which may applv to myself.that is, denyiug the President (tower to enforce the law.
I beg to bring to the attention of the Senate the rejiortwhich I submitted in relatiou to the President's message,
calling for additional legislation to enable him to enforce
the fugitive slave law.
Mr. FOOTE, of Mississippi. I thought that 1 wax ilia-

tinctly understood by the whole Senate in stating that 1
had no allusion to tlie honorable senator in connexion
with this matter. I recollected his report, and I have
had occasion to read it in iny own State in language of
commendation. He expresses some opinions in the re¬
port in which 1 do not entirely concur. Hut I was ex¬
ceedingly struck with a portion of the language used in
the re|>orta expressing confidence in the disposition of the
Executive to tterform his duty faithfully in executing the
powers vested in him on this important subject.
Mr. BUTLER. 1 wish to have the report read, not so

much for any vindication of myself as that the Senate
mav understand my views.
The Secretary read the report as follows:
" In snbmitttlng my view* on the messaue ol the Presi¬

dent, referred to ilie Judiciary Committee, it i$ not my pur¬
pose to express my dissent Ironi the general and unquali¬
fied conclusion of itie majority of the committee, to wit: that
it is unnecebsary at this time, by fuitUer legislation, to give
the President power over the militia and militaiy loroes of
the government, for the purpose of suppressing insurrec¬
tions and combinations to obstruct the execution of the
laws.
"There are some subjects ol the message presented to

the consideration of Congress, and which address them¬
selves specially to the consideration of the committee,
upon which 1 feel it a duty to express an opinion, lest
by silence there might be a tacit recognition of one of the
assumptions and un approbation ol tome of the recom¬
mendations of the message

.
" Previously to the act of 1807, it seems to have been the

implied understanding of all the department* of the govern¬
ment that the President was conjimd to the inilitia ' to sup¬
press insurrections against the State government and to

tuppruMi combinations against the laws of the United
States.'
" The act of 1795 indicates the occasions and p-escriben

the manner in which ilie militia shall be called out and
employed. The President cannot order out the militia to

suppress insurrection against the State government, with¬
out being culled on to do so by the legislative or e neon live
authority of the State concerned
"To suppress combinations against the laws of the U nited

Slates, it is theiiuty ol the President to judge of the occa¬
sion for calling out the militia. Oil ail occasions for calling
out and employing the militia, it was made the duty, by
the act relerred to, to issue his proclamation as u previous
warning to the eirijdoyuierit ol Cine.
"This provision was founded in usage, and his had the

sanction ot time, trial, and exfienence. It is but the warn¬

ing voice of a forbearing government. There might be
tome occasions when the interval between such warning
and the actual employment of force might be ol some dura¬
tion. Other occasions might be such as to require the force
to follow in quick succession to the warning ot a proclama¬
tion. The order to call out the militia and the proclama¬
tion might emanate at the same time.

" It seems 10 have been in contemplation by the net of
17H5 to put at the disposal of the President u i/uni military
pant comilaius ol citizen soldiers, to matn'ain the domin¬
ion of itie laws, in which they had the interest of citizens
It was to malce u-e of one class of citizens to bring another
to a reuse ol justice and a proper submission to the law. 1
approve its wisdom. An insurrection would be much
inure easily quelled by the array of neighbors and fellow-
citizens than by the employment of a trained and organ¬
ized army, w hose only influence would be the employment
of force. An overwhelming foice might he employed in
the first case, whilst the oilier might on'y be strong enough
to provoke Collision and end in blood Whatever might be
the view* ol our ancestors, it is certain that until 1SII7 the
militia was the only farce put at lie disposal ol the Presi¬
dent to suppress ui-urrt cilon, tec.
" The act of 1807 it iu these words : ' That in ca<p* of

insurrection or obstruction to the law-, either ol ilie United
Slates, or ot any individual Siaie or Territory, where it is

lawful for the President of the United Slates to call forth
the militia for suppressing such insurrection, or causing
ibe laws to lie duly executed, it shall be lawful lor him to

employ tor the same purpose such part «>l the land ami
naval torce as shall be necessary, having firit ibirrvrJ all
llir prtrtqmiiitn of Ihr lair in that rnpiri '

" So lar hi. it regard* the employment of the army and
naval force, the President maintains that he is suhj-ctto
no preriqutsltes of the act referred to, lint thai «!».¦ y
are absolutely at hil command for the purpo es Indi¬
ct..I i.
" The words of the President are 'Congress, not proba¬

bly adverting to the difference between th.j militia and ilie

regular army by the act ol March 3. 1807, authorized the
President to use the land and naval toices ol the United
States for the tame purpo-et for which lie might call forth
the militia, and tubjid lo tkt in mr yrflumtilirm Hut the
Itower ot the President under the oonstuution, as com¬
mander of the army and navy in general, und ht> duly to
see the laws eieeuted, a re general and positive and the act
ol 1807 ought not to be construed as eviucing any di>posi
Hon in Congress to limit or restrain any of his constitutional
authority.'
" The import of which is, that the President insy use tbe

army arid usvy as he may think proper under the plen¬
itude of his constitutional authority, and that he is not
constrained by ihe act of 1807, nor can he be restrain¬
ed by any act of Congress. lleirig tx officio commander,
he can use tbo urrtty in suppressing insurrection" in a man¬

lier different from that in wnich he is required to use the
militia.
" For the aperi&a nmI a.mietimea delicate purpnsea indi¬

cated, I think Uongreaa hat the direction of the Pmidint
When actually in command lor resiling mvmon or lot
any other purpoae, he nnift exercise hn own judgment
utuler bit coii»titii!ioual discretion. in one aeutence I deny
that the I'raaiderit ha« a ri|(>it toemploy the atmy and navy
for tuppreamig Insurrection, Vc , without observing the
»»ine prerequisite*preacribed lor bim In calling out the mi-
I it i a lor the Hint purpoar
"Hn auggeation in hn n, that he ahall have a

right to employ the milt's, m be contend a be h*a a right
underlie coniiiliition to employ the rrgular military force.
thai M, without notice of a proclamation. 1 do not think
he has the right to call out tlte military lorce of the govern
ment without ol< eiving the prerequisite* ol the act of 1735,
and I am unwilling to give him inch power In cell ng out

the militia. I would regard 11 m a tearfully momentous

oxaalon to tee the army called out to shoo: down Insur¬

gents without no'tce or proclamation.
" Hie truth ia, it mutt be regarded at a aigmflcant omen

of the timet to be told tint a innrthal, under hit plenary
power to call out the pottt coiniialui, cannot execute co

alitutional lawa without reaort to lotce, and that to hi-exe¬
cuted with a promptness of executive Will.
" 'ultlce and the occasion require me to aay that I do not

believe the power contended lor would b* abuaed by the

pr< aeni Kxeoutive The precedent lor the direction of a

iniId and just President may be the rod of power lor a mill
tary despot. "A P. BUTT,Ell
" Fkhii/aiv 28, 1831 "

Ml BUTLKR. Mr President, thi* re(>ort Jul not

materially ditlcr from the report ol I he majority. I have
keen it adverted to by the newspapers, ami generally, I
think, the rv|iort haw been approved. II I hail hern In¬
fluenced by feelings of sectional resentment, I might
have heen tempted to yield lo the President's demand*.
The import ol hi* message was, that he should he al¬
lowed not only to use the regular army, without procla
mation, in nutting down insurrection* and bodies ol men
too formidable to be overcome by the ordinary pn*n com

thlu> of the country, hut he required that there should be
an armed militl.i at the disposal of In* marahals, with
bayonet* and ball*, who should put down ihose formida¬
ble bodies of men without warning them.without
having the riot act lead to them at all. I did nol agree lo

any Mjch suggestion. I recollect that tinder the influence
of the highly elixjuent apjieal which was tnade by the
honorable aenator from Kentucky, [Mr <"uy,) not now

in his seat, thin body was prepared almo«t lor any law,
and to adopt almost any suggention. I recollected, how¬
ever, that what might be urged n* the precedent ol to¬

day might be the prescription ol to morrow, and the *ame

principles which would prevail if hi* recommendation
had been assented to in this ca*» might be abused by any
at binary tyrant.

I made no allusion to the precedent as a means to over

come the liberties and institutions ol the country I *ay

now, that if the fugitive slave law i* lo be enforced by
the bayonet.by an armed po««e comilnlun, put at the dis

posal of the Executive.it i* an evidence thnl it i* a law
which will not be enforced at all I believe lhat it will
not I believe that it lias not been enforced And in lln«

republic, when it i* necessary that the hajonel should be
used instead of voluntary submission lo the dominion of
the law by the citizens themselves, or by the ordinary
lorce which can lie tvofced on the occasion to carry it

into effect, it i* a significant omen, and indicative of the

lime* Why, I read of these riol* and lhe*e combina¬
tion* being denounced a* treason I did not believe at

th* time that they would beronstrned so a* to amount to

treason again*! the United Mate* Whatever might be

their real char*cter, such would not be their complexion
in the court* The character of such meeting* will de¬

pend more on the testimony of witneaaes than the truth ol

tacts, and no authority can overcome such influence We
have n great many rhetorical declamation* in hi* Senate
and if the advertisement* which go cut from here were tn

indicate anything like the truth, there would be very lit-

lie difficulty in carrying out the provision* of the consti¬
tution. But the constitution m a (lead letter. United
States courts have no jurisdiction over the subject, for it
is not regarded ax treason It is referred to the Stale
courts. What will be the result The State courts take
jurisdiction ol this resistance of the fugitive-slave law as
of an ordinary riot or murder. Who are to decide uponthe crime? A jury composed, perhaps, of those who
sympathize with the pert-on charged. Who is to award
the punishment! The judge wfio, perhaps, entertains
the same feelings and indulges in the same sympathiesOr, if a tribunal could be found.which I never expect to
see.stern enough, in defiance of public opinion, to do
justice, under the sanction of an oath, to the obligations
of the constitution, the sentence would be remitted by the
executive of almost any one of the non-slaveholding
Stales.
(itmllemen preach to me eternally that this fugitive-slave law will be executed, when every newspaperbrings a refutation of the assertion. Have we not ar¬

rived at an eventful period in the history of the country !
When f see that, by combinations, by contrivances, nylegislative enactments, one of the solemn articles of the
constitution.lor the fugitive-slave law is nothing but an
affirmation and recognition of tfie constitution.is not
only violated, but even put under the ban of the pulpit,let the gentleman not tell me that we are to put bayonets
at the disposal of au Executive to enforce any such law.
Let the gentleman not lay that flattering unction to his
soul. I know that the people may he addressed, and that
parties may make excuses and patched-up platforms, for
the purpose of concealing the truth from the public mind ;
but it cannot be done.

Air. FOOPE,of Mississippi. L?st 1 should have mis¬
understood the gentleman, 1 will ask him whether we are
to understand liirn as just now announcing the opinion
that armed opposition on the part of citizens of a country
for the purpose of arresting the execution of the fugitive-
slave law would not amount to treason I
Mr. BUTLER 1 said no such thing. I knoiv the

difference between riot and treason. It would be treason
to levy war against the United States; if there had been a
concerted movement of a public kind to defeat the execu¬
tion of the law or of the constitution, it would amount
to treason. But these riots which break out suddenly for
a private end.the release of a fugitive slave from his
master.would be construed to amount to mere riot, and
would not be held to be treason. And 1 said, too, that if a
judge would award proper punishment the governor of
the Slate would remit it.
Mr. BHODHEAD. Not in Pennsylvania.
Mr. BU I'LER. I have a right to appeal to the Senate

upon another subject in connexion with this. The sena¬
tor from Mississippi vehemently urges the necessity of
having statutory or legislative enactments for the ratifica¬
tion of this Compromise. Me may take either one of the
horns of the dilemma. The gentleman was either op¬
posed to some of the points of the Compromise when they
were under consideration, or he was in favor of them. I
do not care which he takes. If he says he was opposed
to some one of the propositions involved in the Compro¬
mise, he must allow me to take his authority; and if, on
that occasion, he deuounced and was opposed to it, 1
have a right at least to exited from him some indulgence
toward those who agreed with him on that occasion,
(f, on the contrary, the gentleman was in favor of
the compromises, he surely will not take the posi¬
tion that he was " rowing one way and looking
another".that be gave' us his voice by a simple
monosyllable of aye or »io, when he gave his heart and
hand to those who were forcing the measure on. He
must take one or the oiher He cannot esca|>e it. He
was either opposed to the admission of California, and
opposed to the abolition of the slave trade in the District of
Columbia, or he was in favor of those two measures
for, us regards the fugitive-slave law, of which so much
has been said, it was not a part of the original Compro¬
mise. 1 take it that the record must s.ieak upon the sub¬
ject. Here are his votes ; and how does the gentleman
stand in the parliamentary mirror.' He stands opposed
to the admission of Calilorma, upon the ground that it
was a precedent not to be lound in the political history ol
this country. It 1 remember aught, at one lime he de¬
nounced executive interference for the procurement of
the admission of California f need not no through all
the gentleman's speeches in support of this view, be-
caute they are too various; but i wish to go through this
lairly. 1 be gentleman said that California had been ad-
milled un ler circumstances umlfi Wbich BO Otbtf Stltl
had been admitted.in violation of all precedent; and in
the next breath he says, wfiy do the enemies of the Com¬
promise denounce this measure ! He undertakes t vin¬
dicate California, and say that she came into the Union
just like any other State At another time he admitted
that she came in in violation of all precedent, and at the
next moment he says she was admitted in the same man¬
ner as any other Stale was admitted into the Union.
Allow me to say (hat, although California has been ad¬

mitted against my judgment, and in opposition to my will
and vote, 1 have met her representatives here with all re

.peel and kindness, and entertain for them entire friend¬
ship. 1 urged the constitutional objection as well as I
could in the speeches made at the nine, with great respect
and deference to those who differed from me I do not
intend to repeat ihein. Whatever may have been the op¬
eration of that measure.and 1 think it may operate dif¬
ferently from the intention.the doctrine was proclaimed
before ber admission, and some of those who voted for
it asaumed to do so on the ground that no! another slave
Slate should be admitted into this Union. Mr Webster,
with all Ins annotations and comun'iilanes, has put it
forth in that form. The doctrine was avowed, and in¬
tended to be established by the precedent, that no Otlier
?lave State should pollute the political association of this
confederacy; and the doctrine, if not avowed, was prac¬
tically maintained thai the slave Stales of this Union
were not in a political point of view equal to the non-

slaveholding State* 1 believe the honorable senator has
exhibited many evidences of a mind sensitive to the
honor of his State Will he tell me that when the»e doc¬
trines were announced and proclaimed 1 was to submit to
a system by which war was to be made upon the institu¬
tions of that section of the country which I in part rep¬
resent ' I opposed it on this ground, and I believe the
honorable senator did the same Submit to Inequality
Submit thai my posterity shall not be cuual in |>olitic.il
eligibility with the sons of the honorable senator from
New York, [Mr Sewaad 'J Would I consent to the po¬
litical disfranchisement of my own children ' ^ et such
were the doctrines avow#.I, and such was the belief en¬

tertained as to the ojeration of that measure I believe
that gentlemen who entertain views of this kind will be
signally disappointed I hope so, at least For I believe
the institution will continue to go South and West, and
California will take it as peculiarly suited to her coudi-
lion.
Now, Jet me a«k the honorable senator a question,

which I expect him lo an*wo.ami | hope he will an¬

swer i^ without the least herniation.suppose a proposi-
tion were to come up to-morrow to divide Calilornia,
with the understanding that one portion should tie a

*!ave State, or that both should be slave State* would he
vote for il !
Mr. FOOTK, of Mississippi. I will answer by citing

past history, if the gentleman will allow me intro¬
duced two propositions on the Mibject myself while this
imatter was pending, for neither of which, according to

my recollection, I had the gentleman'* support, or that of
his political associates in this hotly. On the contrary,
both of those propositions received the ricice«t denunria
tion from that quarter When the proposition to admit
California was pending, I move toairiend the hill so that
California should be hereafter, with her con»e.il, so divi¬
ded a* you, Mr. President, had previously proposed she
should be. Upon consultation with yon, [Mr Rinu.]I
took the line which is proposed in the amendment, lor
the reasons you stated. 1 did not get the support I anti¬

cipated ; and I will be prepared to show hereafter from
the printed debates what reason* were given by honora¬
ble gentlemen for not voting for that very proposition I
subsequently introduced another proposition, that Cali¬
fornia ehould be, with her consent, divided by that line,
and that a territorial government should be established
south of it. The objection then of certain gentlemen who
called themselves, pur excellence, State-rights men. was

the supposition that they imagined my amendment to
convey, that California, not yet admitted, in their judg¬
ment. validly into the Union, should be treated with so

much respect as to have her convent to the teriitnrial cur¬

tailment asked That also was voted down. Whenevrr
any gentleman introduces a projiosition here to divide
California, with her consent, by the line of .10 (leg .1(1
min , or 3) deg. '10 min., heating her in all these respect*
as a sovereign State, I shall vol'- for it, and some of those
who will vote for it in connexion with me will vote in a

manner wholly repugnant to their former feelings
Mr BUTI'KR- Then the senator admits that, while

he wishes to make the Compromise immutable, lie is per
fec.lly willing to change it when it suits him That is s

"finality of a totality. '

Mr FOOTK 1 should vote for that proposition in the
same way thst I should vote lor a projiosition lo alter the
boundary lines of any other Stats in the Union at her re¬

quest 1 would not vote for that sooner than a proposi¬
tion to divide Teiaa or New York, if those States desire
a new State to be formed within their limit*. While I
hold the Compromise to be a definitive settlement, 1 do

not hold it to he above the constitution, ami the const i-
tution expresaly given Congress the power of admitting
new States. Now, perhaps the gentleman is entitled to
the triumph which he claims
Mr HI rLER 1 claim no triumph. The gentleman's

own explanation shows where he considers the triumphis. While he insists on tliesa compromise laws beinglike unto the laws of the Medes and Persians, so perfect
as not to be changed, yet he admits there are conti;igen
cies on which they may be changed. That is whit I in¬
tended to say. It is so wise now that he does not choose
to let anybody consult the progressive improvements und
suggestion* of time; but he wishes to stitch dovyn and
pin everybody else to Ins propositions, upon the ground
that the I'rocrusteun bed, whether shorter or longer, is
the only true measure for the country. 1 shall put an¬
other proposition to the gentleman, and shall expect him
to answer that too.
Mr. FOOTE. I will answer as many as the gentle¬

man chooses to put to me, if he will only allow me an
opportunity of unswering them fully. Some gentlemen
never answer arty questions I put to them, but 1 chal¬
lenge the propounding of questions from any adversary.
Mr. BUTLER. The honorable senator m his speechrefened to the resolutions of the Mississippi convention.

1 wish tousle him a question, and I do not wish a disqui¬
sition in reply. I observe that the Mississippi convention
have resolved that there is no other remedy for abuse of
the constitution but revolutionary resistance ; that there
is no right in any one of the members of the confederacy
to resist the government and form a new government ex¬
cept they incur the penalties of treason and rebellion
against the federal constitution. The gentleman has
chosen to denounce, in no measured language, the State
of South Carolina. Now, I think he will lind himself in
a dilemma from which he cannot escape if he answer the
question I now prO|H)und. The Mississippi convention
has said that an interference with slavery in the
States.interference with the commerce of slaves between
States.the abolition of slavery within the District of Co-
lumbia.the repeal of the fugitive-slave law.the abo¬
lition of slavery in the Territories.would constitute a
ground for the dissolution of their connexion with the
tederal government; and that for these causes, which
they have assigned, they would dissolve by revolution¬
ary resistance their connexion with this government.
Now, the gentleman inust be placed in this situation
suppose Mississippi, for any of these causes, or all of
them, should determine upon quitting this Union, or as¬
sume a position in which her connexion could no longer
be continued, and the gentleman was called upon to take
sides with Mississippi or the federal government which
would he prefer ?
Mr. FOOTE. I shall reply in due season, if the gen¬

tleman will give me an opportunity; but, in the first
place, I must tell him that I consider it insulting to the
State which I represent here, which has always proved
true to the constitution, to put her in ony such predica¬
ment as that described. Never will the State of Missis¬
sippi, in my opinion, be in such a position as to call on

any of her sons to make war upon the federal govern¬
ment and when she shall do so, 1 shall cousider the
Question and decide according to my sense of propriety.
1 acknowledge my respect.my profound respect.for
what I deem the supreme law of the land, and those
who do not, in my opinion, are traitors wherever found.
Mr. BUTLER YVell, then, the gentleman, in a con'-

test between Mississippi and the federal government,
would consider himself a traitor, if he were to fight
against the federal banner.

Mr. FOOTE. The gentleman may make his own

commentary ; I shall state my views in full hereafter.
Mr. BUTLER. Mississippi here meant something or

she meant nothing. If these causes were appended to
the gentleman's resolution, I presume he would go for
them or against them What is the supreme law of the
land of which he speak*? I say the settled doctrine of
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and 1 believe
ol Georgia and Alabama, would be, that this is a conled-
eracy ol sovereign States, and not a consolidated govern¬
ment, which has the exclusive right to decide upon the
duty of its members. 1 know there are questions of per¬
plexity, and the gentleman might take time to consider;
imt I know wjiere my allegiance will be in a contest of
that kind. I would not stop to chop logic on the con¬
struction of papers when my hearth and fireside Hre in¬
vaded and I mn called «pon todelend them. It my hlortd
is to be spilt in a contest between my State and the fede¬
ral government I would not take time to deliberate, as the
gentleman says he would, where iny allegiance was due.
The impulse of my heart, and the dictates of a judgment
long and deliberately formed, would mark out my path
of duty.

Another of the topics upon which the senator from
Mississippi dwelt: He said he would never consent to
have the constitution of the United States amended ; lie
said he wanted no amendment to the constitution of
Washington. Why, sir, the constitution itself, with the
wisdom that characterized its original organization, pro-
vides lor amendments My delibeia'e opinion is, that il
amendments had been made to answer the exigencies and
progressive development of this country, we would have
been a happy confederation of republics, under a Union
having satislactory guarantees for the rights and interests
of all ; but, instead of amending it according to the
original provision of the constitution, we hsve now got
to a time when it is declared that it shall never be
amended And I would say to the gentleman frankly,
that I can see no occasion why he should with it amend¬
ed He has not said that he i* in favor of a consolidated
government, but he has maintained that this government
and the constitution, in all the difficulties which may be
involved, may he overcome by compromises.the com¬

promises of the majority; and if the gentleman choose?
always to art with the majority, he has no occasion for
amendments
Mr KOOTK Does the gentleman undertake to charge

me with having said, at any time, that the constitution
of the United Slates could, in my opinion, he put down
by compromise* >

Mr UtTTLKR No, air
Mr KOOTK. That is the way (he gentleman's remark*

will be understood. I stated the other day that one of
two rea*ons why I supported the Compromi«e was, that it
was not only constitutional in itself, but that none of the
constitutional lawjersof this body had attempted to make
an < laboraie argument to the contrary, when they were

challenged to attempt it.
Mr HITLER I say that as long; as the majority can

make these compromises or |(ire construction* to the con¬

stitution, it will not be amended, and the gentleman ia
emphatically a majority man. I did not say that the gen-
tleman wo-ild agree to what he regarded as a |««lpable vio-

lation of the constitution, hut I said the tendency of this
mode of treating the constitution was to have these e*-

crescencea in the form of compromises to give it a valid¬
ity which it would not otherwise have I think we outfit
to meet the criiis and provide a remedy.
The gentleman says that I have proposed no amend-,

ment. True, 1 have proposed none, but there are amend-
menlswhichl will vote for. When the federal consti¬
tution was under consideration in Philadelphia, it was

proposed that no measure affecting he regulation of com-
merce or the disbursement of the public money should
pass without a vote ol two-thirds; and I tell the gentle
man that I would now vote for such a provision If an

amendment was proposed to afford new guarantee* to
the ulaveliolding interest, requiring Congress to give gov
ernments to Territories, without restriction* as to sla¬
very, I should vote for it. If I were to consult the secu

rity of this government, I would vole for amendments
that would give enforceable guarantees to the minority,
and not leave the maj irity to fritter it away by construc¬

tion, or deform it by compromises There are many sal¬
utary amendments that mi<ht lie proposed

In connexion with this subject.and I *av it to the
senator more in aorrow than in anger.I wish he had not

thought projier to allude, as he did, with rather a sneer,
to the book of my late distinguished colleague, and to
denounce the propostion contained in that book in a way
which evidently showed that it was under the ban of his
censure I was not prepared for that I have not read
Mr. Calhoun'* book Hi* memory i* not committed to
mo ; neither are the works of his great intellect committed
to me I would not be able to take care of them but
the least we could have expected of thofc* who often
agreed with and admired that distinguished inan was,

that we should not assail him before the world and the
Parliament of th° nation, where the gentleman himself
had *o many and seeming kindly association* With
him
Mr KOOTK. The gentleman does not charge me with

ever having agreed with Mr.Calhoun t hs^t the constitu¬
tion should he amended so as to give additional
tutiorial guarantees to tha South ' I protes <d against
that during h>* life
Mr HlJTI.KH I diil not say that
Mr FO;)TK What did the gentleman «">y '

Mr. BDTf.KR. I said that the gentleman frequently
agreed with, and was a great admirer of, Mr Calhoun
Mr FOOTE, (in his seat.) On soma questions I did

agree with him, but on most I did not.

The PRESIDENT The conversation must not goon

in that way. The senator is always at liberty to make
an explanation, with the consent of the gentleman having
the floor, but be is not at liberty to sit in his chair to

mak^ comments while the speaker is going on,

Mr KOOTK. I understand my duty an wrll us the
Chair can inform me.
Mr. BIJTLKK I am inclined to think that injusticehas been done, perhaps umn'eutionally, to my late ili»tin-

guished colleague ; and perhaps some newspaper cones
pondenls may make out of it something tributary to the
stale of the public mind. I think, however, that the book
is not hi danger from Much commentaries, or any that can
be made upon it by the senator They will not add to
nor take from its ineritn. They may, it i* true, makefalse impressions for the tune, upon supeilicial minds,who look not into the book itself; but those who are
capable of appreciating it, and seek alter the truth, will
read for themselves, and form an enlightened and honestjudgiaeitt. It is not true, as the honorable senator has said,that Mr. Calhoun thought there should be two Kxecutiveswith the same power*. Ke is a historian, and he
knows very well that there were two consuls in
Rome, with a tribune to control them, By a partition of
power, and such control of it by the tribunal veto on oc¬
casion, the Roman republic moved on with success and
energy. I presume that Mr Calhoun might very well
have entertained the idea that two Presidents might he
very well.one perhaps having jurisdiction of foreign,and the other of domestic affairs, or some such partitionof duties. I presume he intended thut each should lie in¬
dependent in his own sphere, and that no law should be
passed without the concurlauue of both. 1 am very sure
that such a proposition as that, if ingrafted on the consti¬
tution, might give it a better operation than it now has
under the combination of interests and numbers. I do not
undertake to be the expounder of Mr. Calhoun's views,
nor do 1 say that I am prepared to adopt them. I am
sure the gentleman has not d«ne justice to them. I do
not euter into the views ol Mr. Calhoun; for he never
mentioned the subject to me in his lifetime, and 1 have
not yet had an opportunity, and I regret it, to read his
hook. I oiily noticed the remark of the gentleman, in
pasbing, with a view to show that in some respects his
interpretation of the hook might not he the interpre-tion of everybody. There ure other minds besides his to
look at the subject; and when a great work of the kind
is to be measured, it must be measured by an enlightenedpublic opinion after full discussion upon the subkct.

Sir, I have touched upon these things with regret.Tne senator from Mississippi is in favor of the Compro¬mise ; and he denounces, in no measured terms, all those
np|K>sed to it; not that, the gentleman seems to be gov¬erned by unkind feelings to many embraced in the sweepof his censure.
Mr. FOOTK. I have here,elsewhere, and everywhere,wherever I have attempted to speak of the struggle which

occurred in the two houses ol Congress, in reference to
the questions contained in the plan of compromise, said,
uniformly and emphatically, that, so far as the conduct of
senators and representatives was concerned in that strug¬
gle, 1 had no censures whatever to bestow; nor that 1
wished them to be censured in any shape or form by anypatriotic man in the country. The President of this bodyknows what my views on this subject were, for we have
talked together. All that I have said was, that now,
when these measures have become the law of the land.
now that the great experiment of compromise was in
course of trial.1 did conceive that it was the duty of all
parties, North and South, to make a fair experiment of
those measures, and not to engage in violent agitations
against any feature ol them. 1 have simply condemned
all attempts at the North, or at the South, at this time, to
break up the Compromise. But 1 have never undertaken
to condemn any man, or set of men, for decent, zealous,
patriotic opposition to any of the measures of adjustment
which they themselves disapproved at the time. This is,
and alwa>s has been, my altitude on that subject.
Mr Bl'I'LKU That may be; but the gentleman

knows as well as any one here that no one had greater
influence.perhaps I may say that he had uncommon in¬
fluence.in getting up the Southern Address; he was the
prime mover of it; and I think tne gentleman must, to
some extent, assume the responsibility of the Nashville
Convention. I say that, after the position which that
gentleman lias occupied, justice, if not generosity, re¬

quires that he should at least look to the motives.which
I hope he will.of other persons who are disposed to
siatui up to the propositions which they avowed at the
time in the .Southern Address. I supposed it was a mat¬
ter of historical interest to the gentleman. And now I
will say here, for the tirst time, what I hare heretofore
.*aid to iny friends, that the Nashville Convention was

premature. My friends know that this was my opinion.
If there is one gentleman in this hall who has contribu¬
ted fuel to the fires of southern resistance and indigna¬
tion, the honorable senator has fed them as freely as any
other. I am not now making any accusation against him
for mere change of opinion and position <1 have said
nothing at all, nor will 1 say anything, in reference to a
man's course, when he changes it; but when the senator
from Mississippi thought proper to speak of South Caro¬
lina. and allude to her internal contests, the least, in my
opinion, that delicacy or propriety coald require of hiin
was to forbear unkind allusions to her course, and e>(«i-
cially to abstain from availing of his own change ol doc¬
trine and |xnition to give point to those allusions The
mass of those who, in South Carolina, were for putting
her in advance of what 1 regarded the position she should
occupy are persons whose motive* and designs would
place ibem helore the iribunal of history in a |>oint of
view lar above reach of the gentleman's arrow They
are as high in spirit, as pure in motive, and would be as

brave in action, as any men who ever adorned the pages
of history. I differed Iroin friends in South'Carolma; out
here I rannot allow that difference to prevent my doing
them lUstice. if lhe\ reunited it at inV hands
Mr FOOTK, of Mississippi. 11 rhe honorable gentle¬

man had read iny speech as reported, or il he distinctly
recollected what I said the other day, he would certainly
find himself effectually relieved from the necessity of ma¬

king the remark" which he hasjust made I stated distinct¬
ly that I entertained a high respect for the |ieople of the
Mate of South Carolina I expressed the high gratification
which I felt that the real peoj^e of South Carolina had
come nobly to the rescue of the honor of the Stite in the
content lately in progress there between them and certain
demagogue* I hoped that the people there, nndpr the
lead of the honorable gentleman, and »uch as he, would
vanquish the demagogue* in that druggie That is what
I *aid. I did not denounce the legislature of South Caro¬
lina I did not denounce any organized body of men

there.legialalure or convention, if I have any particu¬
lar sentiment* unfavorable to such bodies, withheld
them; but I did denounce, and J ahall continue to de¬
nounce, any man, or set of men, in South Carolina who
dared to urge the people of that State to attack the forts
of the United Stale* within her limits.to make war upon
the general government.and who dared to say, pervert¬
ing the language of the immortal ilehry, " I «ay we must

light." I did denounce such persons, and not those who
were inclined to arin the State for her own defence
against the general government, in the event of an unjust
attack neither menaced nor expected. 1 did denounce
|terson« who, a* I arn prepared to prove by their speeches,
attempted.without any aggression on the part of the
general government.to incite the people ol South Caro¬
lina loan immediate attack upon the government These
are the men that I denounced, and I am responsible, here
and elsewhere, for the strongest language used in deccal
of them. I shall always decry them
Mr BUTLER If I had not been interrupted, I should

have gone on, and stated, |>erhaps, what the gentleman
could not have taken exception to, so far a* am con¬

cerned I have not said anything in a personal point of
view, but I inust do my duly to other*
Mr FOOTK If the gentlemen choo«es to defend such

men, he ran do it.
Mr. HUn.KK South Carolina, in her first resolutions

of ISIS, proposed nothing but co-operation with the other
State*. In 19-19, in the mildest terms, she proposed the
same thing In li.W. I say it upon my re«|>on*ibiliiy in
this chamber.she called her convention in reference to
a course projected and intimated by the State of \1i«sn
sippi. I cannot be mistaken in that I* it just that any
reproach should attach to her from a representative of
Mississippi f
There were many things well calculated to aggravate

the popular excitement and indignation at the course of
the general government. Whilst the people were delib¬
erating on their condition, and the course the State should
pursue, the administration showed both a want of w,«.

dom and decency. For what purpose some troops were

sent to the forts in Charleston is not distinctly understood
TUe effect wa* to arm all parties with a determination to
r?*ent the insulting demonstration ; and it whs difficult
for her public men ti restrain excitement and control
consequences. That movement ha* left an abiding im

V..e»> ,-w cn 'br public mmd There wr* not the slightest
occasion for troops; and if one drop of bloo» W.> '. Wtu
shed, there would have been a civil war that would liav
put theijuestions now in debate under the aibitramen! of
the sword. The gentleman might have found it a diffi¬
cult task to have found enough constables to hang the
traitor*. He would have been consumed in his own

State il he had made a demonstration against South
Carolina The i«sue would have been far above party
.trile or rhetorical display

I cannot go further into this subject, except to express
my opinion that injustice ha* been done to those ol Ninth
Carolina who have attempted to conform to the sugges¬
tion* ol Mississippi; not altogether under the counsel* of
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the honorable senator, hut yielding very much "to niHu
ence which his counsel* and those of other* had Thcie-
fore litiuk such ail ullu&ion an he made was entirely uu-
neces.-nrv.
Mr. FOOTE. of Mississippi. I will not now ask the

gentleman to allow me to explain. because I have inter¬
rupted him no often Yet, it it would make lio ditfeience
to bins. I would «o on now to explain the attitude of the
State of MississippiMr. BUTLER The gentleman is at liberty to pro¬ceed.
Mr. F(X>rK 1 nhall explain more fully hereafter. 1

wish now simply to prolan against what the gentlemanhas wid in regard to the course and attitude of the Slate
ot Mississippi, It i» true I signed the Southern Address
ami now approve every word contained therein. It is
true, 1 dul forward a letter from Mr Calhoun to my own
Stale which proposed the holding of the Nashville Con¬
vention, and which marked out, lo some extent, the then
expected /nodus operandi of that body. It is (rue, also,
as I have heretofore asserted, that not one single word ia
contained in llial Southern Addtese.or in Mr. Calhoun's
letter, which recommend secession, or intimates that
there should be any amendment lo the constitution. The
Stale of Mississippi was willing to meet, in a proper
manner and a truly patriotic, i-pirit, Ihe citizens of tlie resl
of the slaveholding Slates of this Union in the Nashville
Convention, for the purpose ol fraternal consulation, in
regard to the means most proper lo be adopted for guard¬
ing against certain dangers with which we were then
menaced.one of which was the abolilion of slavery in
the District of Columbia; another of which was the at¬
tempt to impose the VVilmol proviso. I will not reiterate
all theme&burcs with which we had been then menaced
lor some years, and to which the Southern Address, in
the most solemn manner, called the attention of the
South.to guard against which the State of Mississippi,under advice received from South Carolina, through me,
in the manner 1 have described, was willing to send del¬
egates lo a Southern Convention. I will add, though,thai it was doubtless one of our objects iu this movement
to secure our Ion;; withheld right to an efficient con¬
gressional enactment, providing lor the recapture and
restoration ol fugitives from service. But 1 reiterate
that we did not commit ourselves to secession, nor did we
insist on amending the federal constitution.

I will say further to the honorable gentleman that the
State of Mississippi, as she was justified in doing, came
to the conclusion, gravely and deliberately.and I be¬
lieve all dispassionate men will admit that she acted
wisely in coming to that conclusion.that the plan of
compromise effectually unarded against every single
danger with which the South had been antecedently
menaced, and secured to her the fugitive-slave law, lo
which she was entitled- by the constitution in addition,
together with certain other incidental advantages, some
of which I endeavored to point out the other day. Now
if, in the opinion ol the Slate of Mississippi, the Compro¬
mise has operated in a manner so comprehensively bene¬
ficial, how can it be contended that the Stale of South
Carolina, when she undertook, witnoat just reason, to
manifest dissatisfaction with the acts of adjustment, and
proposed a southern Congress lor the purpose of arraying
the southern Slates against them, was led into that alti¬
tude by ihe State of iVli.-s ssipiii ! I have heaid that said
before, and I have denied it. Had the wise monitions of
Hie parent convention of Mississippi been adopted by the
Nashville Convention, the South would have had no
further trouble. 1 believe this advice would have hern
adopted and acted upon, but for certain intriguing politi¬
cians, who attempted, in my opinion, in bad faith.of
which I shall give the proofs hereafter.to wield the ma¬

chinery ol the National Convention, gotten up for very
different purposes, for the overthrow ofthe Union ; a very
ingenious plan having been adopted, under the advice of
certain jiersons who have openly avowed themselves sub¬
sequently to have been secret disunionists in heart and
design at that time in demanding terms nf settlement so

extravagant and unreasonable as to make all hope of
their ultimate adoption utterly absurd.
One of the leadtrs ol South Carolina, a gentleman

who is reputed lo be the author of the Nashville Address,
declared, as 1 well recollect, in a speech delivered in
Charleston immediately alter his retnrn from the Nash-
vilie Convention, that he had entertained no expectation
when the celebrated demand of 30 deg. 30 min. was made
on the part of the convention that it would be acceded
to; but that he. for many years past, had been tired of
the Union and anxious to break it up, and expected,
through the agency of the Nashville Convention, and by
demanding terms of adjustment which would not be ac¬
ceded to fiy Congress and the northern States, to accom¬

plish his lonc-cherished object. This noted avowal, I say,
was made im Charleston aftei lUs session of the convention
had drawn to a close; but that gentleman cannot deny
that he had been quite particular in not declaring such
views and objects in the Nashville Convention. All will
perceive Irom this statement that the honorable senator
lMr. Bi ti.kr] has entirely misunderstood the true posi¬
tion ol tlie State of Mississippi, and hope not hereafter
to h.-ar her accused ol bring instigated by any portion of
the extravagant movements of certain fsctionists in
South Carolina.

Mr. BUI LER. I have only said that South Carolina,
to some extent, shaped her course according to the planmarlced out by the S ale of Mississippi. The senator has
made allusions which cannot be mistaken. 1 must, there¬
fore, m justice to my colleague, yield the floor to allow
him an opportunity of speaking, although there is much
more which 1 would have said hut for the frequent inter¬
ruptions with which the course of my remarks has been
broken in upon, ami the allusions to my colleague, which
it is but justice lie should have an opportunity lo notice
Mr. HrlEd' then addressed the Senate. Mis speech is

reserved for revision.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 17.

THE COMPROMISE MEAU'RES.

Tlie Senate resumed tlie consideration of the special
order.being the resolution declaring tlie measures of ad¬
justment to be a definitive settlement of the questions
growing out of slavery.
Mr MASON addressed the Senate at some length in

explanation of the action of the committee in relation
to the fugitive-slave bill. He reserves hut remark* fqr
revision.
Mr KOOTE, of Mississippi. Mr. ('resident, as 1

s'.ated yesterday, it would be exceedingly gra'ifying to
ine to obtain an early vote on this resolution. If I could
be satisfied that the Senate would be now prepared to de¬
cide the question involved in the resolution, I should not
hesitate to decline to address them, more especially as I
leel that my present physical condition is such aa to juati.
fy a desire on my part not to be compelled to go through
the labors of the debate now in progress. I would say,
in addition, that if there are honorable senator* here who
are anxious to be heard upon the question, and who do
not design making any extended address to the Senate, I
shall willingly give way. I mention this because a friend
suggested to me this morning that he should perhaps
deem it desirable to be heard for a few minutes in expla¬
nation of the position of Ins own State 111 relation to this
delicate question. 1 am willing to give way, or to take
any course which honorable senators may see fit to pre¬
scribe.

Mr. BRODHEAl). If the honorable senator from
Mississippi is not prepaiel to proceed with his sneech,
which know will take him some time to deliver, I have
a few remarks to make, in consequence of an allusion
made to my Sia'.e by the senator from South Carolina,
[Mr. Rhktt 1
Mr. FOOTE. I shall give way to the gentleman with

pleasure
Mr. BRODHEAD. Mr President, I design lo make a

statemen', not a speech; lor while I occupy a place here
it is iny intention to endeavor to make myself useful
as a working man, rather than conspicuous as a speech
maker The obs» rvations of the gentleman from South
Carolina respecting the execution of the fugitive-slave
law in Pennsylvania re..der it nece-.iry for Kie to bring
to the notice of the Senate the whole truth upon the sub¬
ject. The gentleman stated, in a very denunciatory tone,
that the fugitive clave law ha.l not and would not be exe¬

cuted in any of the northern States, cited the Christiana
riots in f'enns)Ivania, the recent trial in Philadelphia,
and asserted that not a hair of the heads of the offender*
would be harmed, and if they were convicted of offend¬
ing ag.iinst the laws, the governor would pardon them
Now, sir, this statement di es the Slate winch I have the
honor in p'trt to represent great injustice, and cas's an im¬

putation np.in li r and the public authorise" whic'i I feel
bourn! to repel It calls in question the fidelity of that
Stale a< a member ol this confederacy in a manner en-

llU'k) ...V> ' -.'v'vy i> ' .'H /'jr ffg

old or new, more hyal t:» the constitution and laws, or
more devotedly attached to the Union.

Mr. President, I undertake to say to the Senate that the
fugitive slave law has been executed, and will hereafti r
be faithfully executed, in the good old Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, and that if any man is convicted of riot o.

any otner offence in reti«trng it, the distinguished demo¬
cratic governor elect.Col Tliglcr.will not grant a par¬
don, certainly not sooner than to any other offender The
single instance, or rather exception, lo which tli» gentle¬
man has referred, proves nothing against the otLfcf facts
of the case. He might as well nave cited any other caie


